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Gentleman marries two Sifters 
fuccefsfully ; He bad one Child by 
the firtt, but is was {tillborn 5 4f- 
ter ber Death be marry‘d the {c- 
cond, and kas bad fix Children by 
ber, They bave liv'd afinder fome years, now they dejire 
gomr advice whether they may lawfully come together again, 
or marry any other perfons, There was & kind ef 2 con- 
tract besween bim and the fecond before be marry‘d the 
ormer, 

Anfow. Tf any real contraét paft between him and the 
fecond, the worfe man he for breaking it, and marry- 
ing the firft. However, when that was aétually done, 
and sonfummated, he had for ever fhut himéelf out 
from marrying the fecond, without a breach both of 
his Country‘s Laws and the Laws of God. The cale 
being much the fame with that of Henry the eight, and 
his firft Queen Cuthayine, who was marry‘d to two Bro- 
thers as this man to two Sifters, and tho fhe had no 
child by the firft, nay ‘twas queftion‘d whether ever 
any confummation, and feveral by the fecond, yet the 
marriage was declar‘d void by moft of the Divines and 
Univertities of Europe: By thofe of Bononia, Padua, 
Ferrara, Orleans, Paris, Burges and Toloufe; nor was it 
only their Authority, for they brought Reafons for its 
being difanull*d from the Old and New Teitament, 
from the Authority of Councils, and Canonifts, and 
the Greek and Latin Fathers: The Univerfities of Ox- 
ford and Cambridge did alfo at laft give their opinions 
for the divorce, tho with much oppotition, for fear it 
fhou'd favour Herefy. This marriage of two Sifters is 
contrary to the Ufages and Laws of our own Land, and, 
as wasthen urg‘d, contrary to the moral Law, for the 
prohibitions in Leviticus were not purely ceremonial, 
but natural and mora], a revival of the Lew of Nature, 
to prevent inceftuous mixtures, by the Breach of 
which God him‘elf fays the Zand was defil'd, even by 
Heathens, for which reafon it did vomit out the /xbabi- 
tants, and the Breaches of thofe Laws are call‘d wick- 
cdnefs and abomination, Levit, 18-17-24. 5,6. And 
among the forbidden Degrees there, is mention‘d the 
Brothers wife and by parity of Reafon, the Wives fifter 
or Sifters Husband, both which are mention‘d in the 


Queft. in 


Table of Affinity,as forbidden by Servipture and.our Laws _ 


to marry togetaer. The Scripture is plain Levit. 20. 
21. “ Ifa man fhall take his Brothers wite it is an Un- 
clean thing, &-. Repeated in the New Teftament, St. 
Mat. i4.4. “ It is not lawful for thee to take thy Bro- 
thers wife. And that thefe degrees were {till forbidden 
appears further from the cafe of the inceftuous Cortn- 
thian, who marry‘ his Fathers wife, we fuppole his 
mother-in-Law, one of the degrees forbidden in Mofes, 
nor is it probable this cou‘d be in his Fathers life time, 
which was too great a piece of Villany to be fuppos‘d, 
even tho he had been an Heathen, it being a crime of 
fuch a nature, as the Apoftle jultly obferves, as was 
not heard of among the Gentiles, rarely or never prac- 
tissd by them. /ertullian fays,, this Law concerning a 
Brothers wife did fill oblige Chriftians. Gregory the 
great writ to Auftin here in England that fuch marriages 
were finful and unlawful, and perfons thus marry‘d 
were to be feparated. By the Council of Neocefarea, 
if a woman had been marry‘d to two Brothers, fhe 
was to be Excommunicated till Death, and the man 
that marry‘d his Brothers wife to be punifh‘d in the 
fame manner, (a!l along remember the equality of Re- 
lations, and parity of Reafon) and this. was confirm‘d 
by fiucceeding, Councels; Origen, Chryfottom and St. 
Bafil were all of the fame opinion, the latter coming 
fully up te the café in Hand, and refufes the Opinion 
of thofe who thougiit the marriage of two filters nos un- 


lawful. St. Ambroje, St. Jerom, and St. Austin, were oll 


perfwaded of the moral obligation of thofe Laws 
and anfwer the objettions from Abrahams marrying | 
filter, or from Jacobs marrying two fifters, pot! Ol 
the Law, and of the fame, ora higher nature than 
Poligamy; as alfo that in Deut. of a Brother‘s marr) 

ing his Brothers wite, if he dy‘d without Children, 
which as the Fews themfelves interpret it, only held 
in Fudes, in-one particular inftance, for the fucceffox 
to inberitances, which has nothing to do in the pretenc 
cafe neither. ‘Tis not faid that thefe marriages are 
primarily againftthe Laws of Nature, tome moral pre- 
cepts having in themfelves natural evidence, others are 
drawn from publick inconvenience and Dijhonelty, and 
founded in the prevention thereof, as confusion in fami- 
Jies and the like, if fuch prohibitions from God him- 
felf did not prevent ‘em; which tho he may dilpente 
with, and perhaps has done fo in fome few inflances, yet 


c 


none betides can pretend t do it. This we think, is 
the fum of the Arguments inthis matter, whichgmay 
be found more at large in the £/iory of the Reformati- 
on, Part 1ft p. 97. to 104. To which we refer the que- 


rift, if he detires any farther fatista&tion: from what. 
has been faid, it tollows, that they can‘t lawfully come 
together again, but are at Liberty, as Henry the 8th 
was, to marry another, ; 

Queft. 2. /‘mof opinion that the office for € hurching 
Women ought not 10 be us‘d ar home, in a private Cham- 
ber ; Jn this Ihave the misfortune 10 differ from the gene- 
rality of the Clergy bere about Town, The reafons on 
which I ground my opinion are, iff, The plain words of the 
Rubric ia the Common prayer-book, before and after that 
office, 2. The Decency of the thing, 3. The many In- 
conveniences of the contrary prait lee, 4- The we aknefs, to 
fay no more, of the Reafous which I have yet beard from 
the wifeft men of the contrary opinion. Jf you require 
fome Inflances under the 34 Head, a great many may be 
given from ordinary obfervation. Lbeg your Impartial 
thoughts in this matter; if I‘m miftaken, neither they, nor 
you who differ from me, hall find me ob{tinate. /*m fome- 
times told that herein ] pretend to be wifer than the great- 
eft Divines, who have and do allow it + But I think J 
may tell ‘em in return, that thzy pretend to be wifer than 
the Compilers of our Liturgy : They accufe me of wnrea- 
fonable ftiffnels, and Icannot forbear judging them guilty 
of 4 much mere unreafonable complyance, / am jome- 
times affraid of being tingular, and yes J can't perfwade 
my felf that in things of this nature we ought to bumour 
every vain Lady, or ignorant midwife. J don‘t love to 
be wondred at neither wou'd | be govern‘d by 4 cuftom, in 
my prefent Judgment fo ill-founded, Pray your Fudg- 
ment in this matter, 

Anfw, Our old acquaintance come again, (if we dont 
miltake his Hand) got out of Love, and into Divinity. 
Tho we muft tell him, thisis not the way to geta 
rich miftrefS amang the London Ladies (if he been't al- 
ready provided.) For tho they grant it reafonable for 

r folks to be Church‘d themielves, and bring their 
Children to Church to be bapsiz‘d, yet fure there‘s au 
exception for quality or wealth either ; they ought to 
take State upon fem, and make the mountain mais up- 
onthem, or they‘ll never come to the mountain, efpe- 
cially when they can be fo eafily humour‘d and flatter‘d 
in their filly pride and vanity, and if one won't another 
will; and it may be at bottom, they are often indiffer- 
ent whether ‘tis done at all,and they have a long custom 
to plead for their Folly, and ‘twou‘d be fo difficult and 
Invidious to break it. That this Chimney-Churching is 
in the firft place abfolutely contrary to Rubric, is plain 
enough to any but fuch as have no mind to {ce it, for 
befides that ‘tis a jeff and a mockery in the very name 
ont, the Rubric fays [the woman at the ufual time after 
her Recovery thaik come io she Church, Gs, and thers 
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